Erma Bombeck, “Daddy Doll Under the Bed” Activity

Do the following:

1. Using the following lines from Bombeck's newspaper column, identify not what you think is funny, but what someone else might find funny. Explain why that person found the lines funny.

2. Rewrite the passages so that they are funny for a different audience.  Identify that audience (e.g. children, teenage boys, etc.)

· Shopping is a woman thing. It's a contact sport like football. Women enjoy the scrimmage, the noisy crowds, the danger of being trampled to death, and the ecstasy of the purchase. 
· There are two kinds of women who will spring big bucks for a make-up mirror that magnifies their faces. The first are young models who need to cover every eyelash, shadow their cheekbones, define their lips, and sculpt their faces. The second group are women who, without their glasses, cannot find their faces. 
· I just clipped two articles from a current magazine. One is a diet guaranteed to drop five pounds off my body in a weekend. The other is a recipe for a 6-minute pecan pie. 
· Most children's first words are "Mama" or "Daddy." My kid's first words were, "Do I have to use my own money?" 
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