
ASIA



China and the Mongols

 FOCUS on Chinese achievements during 
the Tang and Song Dynasties – Porcelain, 
Mechanical Clock, Printing, Explosive 
Powder, Paper Money, Compass, etc.

 Chinese Foot Binding

 Focus on Nomadic lifestyle, Genghis 
Khan, Kublai Khan, rule in China, etc.





East Asia
Feudal and Shogun Japan



Japanese Geography

Located on an Archipelago
Climate
Sea Influence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Japan is located on an archipelago – island chain off the Asian mainland with 4 main islands4/5 of land too mountainous to farmLimited arable land good for agricultureProtected and isolated by the seasAbility to reject or accept Chinese cultural influences and Japan choosesInland Sea serves as a trade route and source of food (fish)Ring of Fire -  area including Philippines, Indonesia, and parts of Australia and South America.  It is subject to frequent earthquakes and volcanoes.  Underwater earthquakes can trigger tsunami’s.  DEVELOPED JAPANESE FEAR OF NATURE!Close enough to have had a large influence by China and Korea; too far for it to have been conquered by ChinaInland sea was a very important link between various Japanese Islands



Shinto Japan

Yamato Clan
Women
Shinto Religion
Chinese and 

Korean Influences

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Migrated from the Asian mainland…2000 years ago over land bridgesEarly Japanese society was divided into clansEach clan had its own chief and a special god or goddess (KAMI) who was seen as the clan’s original ancestorSome leaders were womenAncient custom of rule by women continues intermittently in Japan until late in the 8th centuryThrough much of Japan's early history, women seem to have exercised considerable political/social influence; they become completely subservient to men only after the 15th century Yamato clan came to dominate a corner of Honshu, the largest Japanese island at about 500 CESet up first and only dynasty (modern day Kyoto)They claimed direct descent from the sun goddess, Amaterasu (only emperor and empress could enter shrine)The rising sun, therefore, became their symbolEmperors were revered as living GodsNot anymore, but they still traces their roots to the Yamato ClanShinto Religion (Japanese religion)Practiced at shrines (still in Japan today) and had sacrifices; also kept happy with harvestsWorshiped forces of nature = clan gods and goddesses personify aspects of natureNo scriptures or moral rules; they have prayers and festivalsShinto given name to be distinct from Buddhism and Christianity, but worshipped at same timeRejoiced life (good = nature; evil = unclean and pollution)



Early Shinto Relics



Way of Nature



Shinto Shrine



Chinese and Korean Influence

Buddhism
Government
Culture
Japanese “style”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chinese writings refer to Japan as “Wo” during the Han Dynasty (does not come up again until 413 CE)Buddhism – introduced during the final years of the Yamato ruleKoreans introduced in 500 CE = Monks gave Buddha statue as a giftKorea has iron = Japanese interestThis also introduces Chinese cultureBuddhism brings writing style from China and provided theologyGovernment = not civil service exam, but some Confucian idealsChina = food (tea), fashion, music, danceBy the 800s, Japan developed own style and had selective Chinese Influence





Feudal Japan

Age of the Samurai
Shoguns (Yoritomo)
Established feudal system
Shogun → Daimyo → Samurai

Samurai and Bushido
Centralized Feudalism = Tokugawa

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Age of the Samurai = domination by war lord aristocracy in JapanShogun = emperor was a figurehead; people lived in unsafe environment; robbers; taxes paid locallyYoritomo = became shogun in 1182 CE (general role passed down by family)Real power lay in the hands of the SHOGUN, or supreme military commander.  Often the shogun controlled only a small part of JapanHe distributed his lands to vassal lords who agreed to support him with their armies in time of needThese great warrior lords were later called DAIMYOThey granted land to lesser warriors called SAMURAI, meaning “those who serve” they were fighting aristocracy of a war-torn landSamurai = purpose was to fight for lordHighest virtue was loyaltyDeath over dishonor; ritual suicideCode = Bushido (HONOR) – the “way of the warrior”Loyalty to the nobility not the peopleTwo handed sword – given as baby and very well made; helmet (animal head, heavy armor)Fought on horseback and decapitates loserJapan becomes divided between war lords = Tokugawa = CENTRALIZED FEUDALISMDaimyo have to live in capital every other yearStrict moral and social codes; no luxuries for the lower classEconomy booms and trade flourished



Samurai Warrior



Rise of the Mongols

Ganges Khan
Kublai Khan
Mongols and China
Mongols and Japan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ganges and Kublai Khan (picture) = MONGUL and CHINA ReadingJapanese retain autonomyEven Mongols cannot conquerTyphoon comes as Mongol fleets invadeJapanese view as divine winds called Kamikaze



Typhoon destroys fleet and 
Mongols retreat…

← Mongols and Koreans 
invade Japan together…



Japanese and Asian 
Culture



Cultural Japan

Zen Buddhism
Theater
Literature

Tale of Heike
Haiku Poetry (5 - 7 - 5)

Japanese Art

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Zen Buddhism:Mystical BuddhismCarefully tended gardensLove of beautyAccepted by the samurai warriorsEnlightened thought through everyday tasks and meditationZen Buddhist Gardens = meditation and devotion to duty; devotion to nature – represents peace, simplicity, love and beauty; miniature version of the elements of the universeTheater – early more drama/Zen Buddhism; Kabuki = included comedy and melodrama (eventually women are banned from the theater)Literature – Tale of Heike (Famous tale of family feud – common theme); Buddhist essays, Haiku Poetry – 3 lines with 17 syllabulsArts – many landscapes, focused on nature, wood block technique



Zen Buddhist Gardens



Zen Buddhist Gardens



Zen Buddhist Gardens



Tale of Heike
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